Open Letter to International Ice Hockey Federatior PresidentRené Fasel
Call to Suspenélans to Hosthe 2014 Ice Hockey World Championship in Mi

May 10, 2012

President René Fasel, DMD
International Ice Hockey Federat
Brandschenkestrasse 50
Postfach

8027 Zurich

Switzerland

Dear President Fasel:

As the annual Congress of the International Icekdgd-ederation (IIHF) prepares to gathe Helsinki
this month, we write to urge that the 2014 Ice HncWorld Championship | convened in aountry
other than Belarus. By rewarding the brutal autaden regime cAlyaksandr Lukashenka with tt
status and recognition that hosting this premiébaj sportini event affords, the IIHF and its memb
would tacitly condone the actions of a ressivedictatorship. This regime is responsible for grosmsan
rights violations aimed at fornm presidential candidates, leading plemocracy opponents of t
government, civil societgrganizers and independent journal

Belarus has been on a stemgative trajectory from bad to worse. Since 20@%n the IIHI selected
Minsk as the 2014 Championship host city, the Besi@n regime has unleashe severe crackdown on
the basic human rights of its citizens and nedtlfjpans of public assembly ashfree speech. During th
same period, it has arrested hundreds of proteste civic leaders, including seven presiden
candidates from the most recent election in Dece 2010. To this day, there are political prisoneis
incarcerated in Belas, sentenced to lengthy tel by a judicial system that has long been used
political tool of the regime. And the presidentigction was widely and harshly condemne
independent observers.

The international community has already demongtrihat there are consequences. In resy to
Lukashenka's harsh treatment of his own people hésxdovernment’s pattern of violatic against
fundamental human rights, the European Union (Eid)the United States have ena stiff sanctions
against compaes linked to the regime and imposed travel andrftia restrictions on state officia
responsible for the ongoing crackdown. We fullyesgwith EL High Representative Catherine Ash
and U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton thdite people oBelarus deserve better.” Likewise, '
support the views of the European Parliar and the U.S. Congress, as well as parliamentaaiad
governments in Germany, Finland Poland all have called on the IIHF to suspendlaagto hold th
2014 Ice Hockey Worl€hampionship in Minsk until Lukashenka unconditibneeleases an
rehabilitates all politicaprisoners and acts in accordance with acceptedatas of governance in tl
treatment of Belarusian citizens.

We note that a relocation of the lIHce Hockey World Championship on account of a cl in the on-
the-ground environment is not without precedent, astivasase in 1969 when ' tournament was
moved from Czechoslovakia to Sweden in the wakb®Prague Spring a subsequent Soviet invion.



Significantly, we do not believe this is a questircomingling politics and sport. Instead, it isiasue

of basic human dignity. Countries must demonstratehiness for hosting such prestigious events by
upholding universal human rights. As such, we yage and all members of the IIHF to stand on thhtrig
side of history by joining the international comrityrin support of the people of Belarus and chogsm
relocate the 2014 Ice Hockey World Championshimfgelarus to a more democratic country.

Your consideration of these concerns is greatlyegated.
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